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This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina

("Commission") on the request filed by Swiftel, LLC ("Swiftel" or "the Company") for

waiver of the one hundred twenty (120) day time limit for disposition of this proceeding

and for an extension of that period by sixty (60) days.

S.C. Code Ann. Section 58-9-280 (B) (Supp. 2008) requires that this Commission

conclude its consideration of cases requiring the issuance of Certificates of Public

Convenience and Necessity for the provision of local telecommunications services within

a total of one hundred twenty (120) days, which includes a sixty (60) day period, with the

possibility of one sixty (60) day extension. The sixty (60) day extension was invoked in

the present case, to allow a total of one hundred twenty (120) days. The Application of

Swiftel for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to provide local exchange

telecommunications in South Carolina was filed with the Commission on November 18,

2008. Accordingly, the statutory requirement for the present case is that it be concluded

by March 19, 2009.
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Uponrequestsubmittedby Swiftel, the HearingExaminerfor this casecontinued

the scheduledhearingin orderthat various issuespendingin the casemight be further

explored. This has led to challengesfor the parties in completing the caseby the

designateddate. Accordingly, the Company,with the concurrenceof the Office of

RegulatoryStaff ("ORS"), hasrequesteda waiver of the one hundredtwenty (120) day

statuteandanextensionbeyondthat of sixty (60) days,sothat thepartiesmay havethe

opportunityto resolvetheissuesremainingin this docket.

We believe that this is a reasonablerequest. Certainly, the parties shouldbe

affordedadditionaltime in which to attemptto resolvetheoutstandingissuesin this case.

Accordingly, we grant the requestedwaiver of the one hundred twenty (120) day

deadline,andwe grant theextension. We hold that thenew deadlinefor final resolution

of this caseshallbeMay 18,2009.

This Order shall remain in full force and effect until further order of the

Commission.

BY ORDEROF THE COMMISSION:

ATTEST:

JoE._Howard, Vice Chairman

(SEAL)

Eliz F,eming   


